Sui Juris, volume 05, number 01 by Boston College Law School. Student Bar Association
Boston College Law School
Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School
Sui Juris Law School Archive
9-1-1960
Sui Juris, volume 05, number 01
Boston College Law School. Student Bar Association
Follow this and additional works at: http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/suijuris
Part of the Legal Education Commons, and the Legal History, Theory and Process Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Law School Archive at Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Sui Juris by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ Boston College Law School. For more information, please
contact nick.szydlowski@bc.edu.
Recommended Citation
Boston College Law School. Student Bar Association, "Sui Juris, volume 05, number 01" (1960). Sui Juris. Book 12.
http://lawdigitalcommons.bc.edu/suijuris/12
() 
LOCATION: 
FEE) 1 t: 1965 
..... 
Ul 
Published by the S.B.A. of the BOSTON COLLEGE LA W SCHOOL 
VOL. 5, No.1 r BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS SEPTEMBER, 1960 
ADMISSIONS AT NEW IDGH 
S.B.A. President 
Welcomes First 
Year Class 
Ronald R. Popeo 
The Student Bar Association 
wishes to extend a cordial welcome 
to all incoming students. We are 
sincerely pleased that you have 
chosen to study law at Boston Col-
lege Law School. For the dur ation 
of your study at the Law School 
the S. B. A. will serve as the liai-
son between you and the adminis-
tration. In this capacity the 
S. B. A. is r eady to· communicate 
to the administration any griev-
ances which represent a problem 
common to many. You are encour-
aged to process all grievances 
which are not entirely personal in 
this manner so that an orderly, 
mature relationship may be main-
tained betwen the students and the 
administration. 
The difficulty of adjusting to 
your new courses and study habits 
will be accompanied by a certain 
amount of fear and confusion. In 
this regard you should feel at lib-
erty to consult the upperclassmen 
who are certainly willing to help 
you. Because of the competitive 
spirit and demanding work load at 
the Law School tensions with 
respect to studying necessarily 
arise. However, these tensions are 
never expected to reach such pro-
portions so as to ·affect the ethics 
of the students; thus, the unau-
thorized borrowing of books, either 
from the library or from other 
students is conduct so highly unde-
sirable that it will be considered 
inexcusable. Participation in the 
extensive social and intellectual 
activities of the S. B. A. will do 
much to alleviate the pressures of 
school and to acclimate · you to your 
new· environment. These activities 
which include the Law Forum, the 
publication of SUI JURIS, the Moot 
Court Competition and the social 
functions are financed ' almost 
entirely by the dues co.]]ected from 
the students. In the immediate 
future you will be furnished with 
an S. B. A . Handbook which will 
contain a calendar of events and a 
directory of students as well as 
?ther useful information pertain-
Ing to the Student Bar Association. 
The S. B. A. is hopeful that the 
c?,ming year will be one of expan-
sIOn of student functions and a 
more active par ticipation in the 
American Law Student Associa-
ti(;ln. We hope that the relationship 
WIth the faculty and the admini-
stration will be one of mutual 
respect and cooperation. This will 
only b~ accomplished by mature, 
profeSSIOnal behavior on the pari 
of the students and a greater sensi-
tivity to the students' needs and 
limitations on the part of the 
administration and faculty. In this 
regard the highest degree of stu-
dent cooperation is expected. 
Once again the Student Bar As-
sociation welcomes you and wishes 
you much success and happiness in 
your study and your practice of 
law. 
Forum To Air 
Controversia I 
Issues 
The Boston College Law School 
Forum embraces two quite distinct 
programs. First, it conducts a 
series of evening panel discussions 
which are held about once a month, 
and secondly, it provides regular 
. Thursday morning talks to the stu-
dents on various aspects of the 
practice of law. The aim of the 
evening program is to bring the 
pros and cons of major social, 
political and legal issues to the 
N ew Eng'land public. After a con-
troversial issue has come to light 
and has received substantial 
national or local publicity the 
Forum invites prominent speakers 
f rom all over the country to. 
present each side of the contro-
versy. A lively question and 
answer period follows eac.h of these 
sessions. A coffee hour usually 
follows each Forum meeting at 
which time those of the audience 
who choose to remain are given the 
opportunity to meet the speakers 
more informally. These evening 
sessions should be of particular 
interest this fall since there are 
plans to invite authorities on such 
i~p?rtant issues as the Congo 
crlRIS and the present situation in 
Cuba. 
MORNING PROGRAM 
The second function of the 
Forum is to present a morning 
lecture program. Each week an 
hour is set aside for a guest lec-
turer. The program will commence 
in October and will continue 
throughout the year. On each 
Thur~d.ay morning outstanding 
practIcIng attorneys are brought to 
the Law School to discuss the prac-
tice of law, with special attention 
to their particular field. Several 
two- or three-man panels will be 
assembled during the course of this 
morr;ting progra~. One such panel, 
fOl" Instance, WIll be composed of 
corporation attorneys, one from a 
private firm with a large number 
of corporate clients, and the other 
employed by a corporation itself as 
"house counsel." These men will 
discuss the various aspects of the 
practice of corporation law in their 
respective capacities. There are 
plans for other such panels com-
nosed of outstanding members of 
the tr:ial bar, .criminal lawyers, and 
the lIke. ThIS. Thursday mo~"ning 
program promIses to be most Inter -
esting and will not only be of aid 
to those third year students who 
are still undecided about their 
future work, but it will also be 
helpful to first and second year 
students in choosing their course 
of study during their remaining 
years in the Law School. 
Inte'nsive Screening P'rocess 
Aims at Curbing Failure 
Raymond J. Dowd 
The Boston College Law School admitted its 31'st 
freshman class since its institution in 19,29. The office of 
Admission, under ;thechairmanship of Professor Joseph F. 
McCarthy, processed close to five hundred applications during 
the past few months for admission to the class of 1960. The 
total number of applications processed shows an increase 
over last year, continuing a growth which has been noted over 
the past five years. 
Novelty . Key Of 
Social Season 
Aaron Bikofsky and Ted Reg-
nante, co-chairmen of the Social 
Committee of the Student Bar 
Association, have spent much of 
the summer working on this year's 
Social Calendar, and although some 
of the plans still remain indefinite 
and some of the dates must yet be 
determined, a series of informal 
dances have been planned. A num-
ber of these will be held 011 Friday 
night, but there will also be Satur-
day night dances when facilities 
are available. It is also planned 
to provide for a free cocktail party 
before one of these dances later in 
the year. 
SMOKERS TO CONTINUE 
The chairmen have announced 
that they will continue the Friday 
night smokers which have proved 
to be such popular events in the 
past. These will be timed so that 
both day and night school students 
will be able to attend. News has 
also leaked out that a search may 
be conducted throughout the Law 
School for talent to entertain at 
one of these affairs, and through 
the shrouds of secrecy it has been 
rumored that certain Dixieland 
bands have been contacted with 
reference to one of the smoker~. 
Novelty will be the keynote this 
year a~ the chairmen have set their 
sights towards events which will 
stimulate the interests of the stu-
dents. On the tentative schedule 
for this fall is a square dance with 
western music and a western caller. 
Swing your partners! 
FORMAL PLANNED 
Springtime, however, promises 
to be the height of our social sea-
son. Plans for the annual formal 
dance are now in the works and 
further consideration is being given 
to a proposed "Moonlight Cruise." 
The chairmen have other pro-
posals in mind but they seem to be 
so secret that they won't even con-
fide in SUI JURIS. They do promise, 
however, that it will be a wonder-
ful year for social activities . . They 
ask your help in attending these 
functions and announce that they 
are always willing to listen to sug-
gestions from the students for 
more novel and unusual ideas. 
According to Pro f e' s S 0 r 
McCarthy, the present policy of 
selective screening of applicants 
continu~s with the expectation that 
the number of student failures in 
law examinations will decrease 
noticeably as time goes on. This 
screening process - an agonizing 
ordeal for all law school admini-
strations - seeks to select appli-
cants on the basis of a delicate 
balancing of their college records, 
their score on the Law School 
Admission Test (an objective test 
with a good predictive value) and 
a ·careful letter of appraisal from 
a professor or pre-legal director. 
Tables and charts indicative of 
probable success in the Boston Col-
lege Law School are being worked 
out so that, if at all possible, 
failures can be virtually eliminated. 
INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR 
Over one hundred and thirty 
students will register for the class 
entering the Day Division. The 
first year class has been selected 
from about 75 different colleges. 
All of the New England States are 
represented. as well as many other 
states o,f the Union. Outside of 
New England, N ew York furnishes 
the heaviest concentration of stu-
dents. The school expects a student 
from the Netherlands, one from 
Brazil and one from France. This 
will certainly add an international 
flavor to the first year group. 
Practically 100% of the first year 
students have their collegiate 
degrees. 
SCHOLARS 
Among the entering class are 
fifteen who have been awarded 
Presidential Scholarships. They are 
Anthony J. Cannizzaro, St. 
Michael's; Clyde R. Coolidge, Uni-
versityof New Hampshire; David 
W. Curtis, University of Vermont; 
Michael Dorney, Boston College; 
Richard M. Gabermau, University 
of Mass.; Richard W. Hanusz. John 
Carron University; . Harold W. 
Judge, Manhattan College; Daniel 
J. Johnedis, Harvard; Anthony 
McManus, Georgetown; John D. 
O'Reilly, Boston College; Ar thur 
H. Rosenberg, Brandeis Univer-
sity; John J. Sheehy, Holy Cross; 
Charles L. Sodaro, Canisius Col-
lege; John R. Walkey, University 
of Mass.; Peter N. Wells, Man-
hattan College. 
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THE NARROW-MINDED LAWYER 
By tradition, the lawyer has always been regarded as an 
individual with special qualifications, with those certain traits 
which mark him as a leader of society. Lawyers have occupied 
positions of prominence in the governments of all great nations 
of the world. Many have been patrons of the arts, poets, 
statesmen. This was true both in England and in America, 
and although much the same itradition still obtains in England 
today, we in America seem to have recently exhibited a 
tendency in quite the opposite diredion. 
The trend towards specialization in the twentieth century, 
a trend which has gained more headway in the New World 
than in the Old, has made inroads on every profession. 
Ln our society there is an apparent need for specialization, 
for expertise; and this is especially so in the legal profession. 
But such a need does not always have fruitful results. 
Nowhere will the detrimental effect be shown so drastically 
as in the practice of law, where over-specialization has helped 
to create an unparalleled narrow-mindedness and has often 
resulted in wholesale neglect of the most basic aims of ,the 
law itself. 
As we enter this decade of what has been variously 
described as the Age of Specialization or the Age of Automa-
tion, one fact ,that stands out above all others is that man's 
responsibilities have become greater and his problems are 
becoming more vital and more complicated. Society has always 
looked to the lawyer for guidance and assistance, and if we 
are to adequately cope with such a situation as now presents 
itself to us it is obvious that the bar as a whole must broaden 
its horizons. Now, more than ever before, society needs 
lawyers who will be able ,to interpret our great technological 
advances in terms of its needs and in relation to its ultimate 
goals. We, as lawyers or as future lawyers, cannot begin to 
interpret or understand the aots of our fellow man, or the 
motives behind such ads, merely in terms of our own limited 
experience. We cannot afford at this juncture in the history 
of mankind ,to exist in a vacuum. We must seek to broaden 
our intellectual experience and to widen our horizons. The 
depth of our vision must be commensurate with the magni-
tude of the problems with which we are faced. 
As counsellors, as those in whom people place their trus,t 
and faith, we must be able to call upon the wealth of the 
experience of mankind to aid us in our counsel. Man has, 
through the ages, compiled a complete record of his achieve-
ments and his failures. He has attained many goals and he 
has failed at many 'Others; but by furnishing us with this 
record he has enabled us to gain some small understanding 
of ourselves. Yet the deplorable tendency among many 
lawyers to seek nothing beyond the pages of the West 
Reporter and to measure new experiences only in terms of the 
most recent advance sheets is difficult to overcome. Such 
narrow-mindedness has had its period of incubation in the law 
school and has been nurtured during the early years of 
practice. By the time the practicing attorney has come to 
realize his own shortcomings it is too late. 
Today's law school student should train himself, or be 
trained by his professors, who are equally responsible focr 
such narrowness, to spend a few hours each week familiarizing 
himself, not only with the vast literature of the law, but 
also with the writings of Aquinas or Dostoievsky, Emerson 
or Shakespeare; he should have some knowledge ,of recent 
business or economic trends; he should have an acquaintance 
with important new scientific achievements. In short, he must 
broaden his horizons if he is to have an understanding of his 
fellow man. For a counsellor at law is foremost a counsellor 
of understanding. 
WELCOME 
To the first year class - a few words of welcome, and an 
earnest admonition. You have been accepted for admission to 
the Law School after a thorough process of examination and 
scrutiny, and in your particular instance the screening 
procedure is reported to have been extremely difficult. Col-
lectively, your record of scholarship has been outstanding. 
We !therefore take both pleasure and pride in welcoming you 
and wishing you the best of luck in your next three years. 
But our welcome is not without a slight qualification. By way 
of a friendly warning, we urge you to begin your law studies 
not only with ambition, but with the utmost fervor. The road 
is not an easy one and much will seem incomprehensible; but 
your entire career may well depend on the number of hours 
you spend in the library this year. To be forewarned, they 
say, is to be forearmed. Good luck! 
BOOK REVIEW 
"FELIX FRANKFURTER REMINISCES" 
(Recorded in Talks with Dr. Harlem B. Phillips) 
Raymond J. Dowd 
Many years after Boswell had completed his monumental work on 
Johnson, he gave vent to the opinion that in portraying the varied 
qualities of a subject of biography, it is important to record in detail, 
conversation with that subject. This is in essence what has been done 
in this work and one might say that the tape recorder is Frankfurter's 
Boswell. Columbia University in an effort to reduce the subjectivity of 
t.he author in biography, and with an awareness that public men often 
do not have the time to write an autobiography has asked many eminent 
men to participate in the Universities Oral HistoI'y program which 
consists in recorded interviews. This project by Columbia has been 
enthusiastically applauded by historians, socio.logists and various other 
scholars. A Mr. H a rlan B. Phillips conducted the interviews with Mr. 
Justice Frankfurter. At the time of the recordings the Justice did not 
expect that they would be published during his lifetime, let alone be 
transfor med into a book. The Supreme Court member confesses that he 
has now given his consent for publication, but whether "through weak-
neos or kindness" he is not sur e. 
The reminiscences cover the period from 1894 to 1939, when the 
then H arvard professor was appointed to the Supreme Court to fill 
the vacancy created by the death of Benjamin Cardozo, to grace the 
seat so long held by Frankfurter's hero and confidant OliV0Y Vvendell 
Holmes. We are told by the Justice of his arrival from Austria at the 
age of eleven without ever having spoken a word of English, or in 
fact ever having heard a word of English spoken. "This man Laundry 
ml~st be a very rich man because he has so many stores." The young 
Frankfurter attended the City College of New York and then went to 
the Harvard Law School. His account of his years at the law school is 
very informative in terms of comparison with law schools as they exist 
today. Reading this account one is impressed with the universality of 
the law student's experience, the early confusion and sense of dismay. 
One is reminded of the young Holmes who wrote of his experiences in 
1866, "when I began, the law presented itself aR a ravbag of de+8ils. 
It was not without anguish that one asked oneself whether the subject 
was worthy of the interest of an intelligent man. One saw people whom 
one respected and admired leaving the study because they thought that 
it narrowed the mind; for which they had the authority of Burke." It 
was perhaps to escape this early confusion and boredom that led the 
young Frankfurter to revel in the book stores at Harvard Square, to 
re1'.d, roa:n about, attend ~oncer'; s, to join Copey's group. This weil t on 
until the optionals a;; mid-term in Ylhich Frankfurter did poorly. That 
was the necessary jolt, he buckled down and ended up first in the class. 
The Justice's recollection of study groups, the search for the trots, the 
anxious concern not to do well but merely to survive, all have a familiar 
rin:3'. 
Mr. Justice Frankfurter is very adamant in his belief that the 
Harvard Law School and particularly the Harvard Law Review are 
amo,ng the most democratic institutions known. "What mattered was 
excellence in your profession to which your father or your face was 
equally irrevelant." If a man was respected .it was because of the 
quality of his work. "In those days you were taken on the Law Review 
at the end of the first year, and at the end of the second year it was 
a standing rule that if you didn't keep up your high rank, you 
resigned." This to Mr. Frankfurter was an expression of a true 
democracy, based upon talent rather than upon background. 
After leaving the Harvard Law School, Mr. Frankfurter became an 
assistant to Mr. Henry L. Stimson the then United States. Attorney. 
For the next several years he followed the fortunes of Mr. Stimson. 
This made it possible for Frankfurter to do what he always 
wanted to do, "I could practice law without having a client." 
Mr. Frankfurter realized that by becoming a federal bureaucrat he 
would never become a leader at the bar. The Justice relates that any 
desire to be such was soon ,cured when he served upon the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and witnessed the way Mr. Harriman spoke to 
his lawyers, and the boot licking deference they paid to him. "If it 
means that you should be that kind of a subservient creature to have 
the most desirable clients in the country, if that's what it means to be 
a leader of the bar, I never want to be a leader of the bar. The price 
of admission is too high." 
Then out of a clear blue sky came a letter from Professor Edward 
H. Warren, writing for the Harvard Law School, asking would Mr. 
Frankfurter join the faculty. The Jurist relates that his first concern 
was that he was not qualified and that he almost declined the in~itation 
upon the counsel of Holmes who, condemned the dangers of the cloistered 
life as against thinking under fire, the easy judgments, the irresponsi-
bility of running the universe on paper. However as we all know 
Frankfurter rejected the views of the "Yankee from Olympus," and 
became a professor, ,supplier of legal brains (Frankfurter's "happy 
hot dogs") to the new deal and a guest professor at Oxford before 
his 1939 appointment to, the Supreme Court. 
One of the most interesting and illuminating features of the book 
are the Justice's closehand observations of the personalities he came in 
contact with. For example here are bits of Frankfurterian characteriza-
tions: Theodore Roosevelt: "Like all great men he was surrounded by 
boot licks and sycophants and people who fanned the weak sides of 
him." William Howard Taft: "He loathed being President and being 
Chief Justice was all happiness for him. He fought against being 
President and yielded to' the acceptance of that heritage because of the 
insistence of Mr. Taft - very ambitious in that direction." Samuel 
Williston: "He was the greatest virtuoso in conducting a class." 
Roscoe Pound: "He was a scare cat. Not only was he timid, but he 
wanted to be all things to all men. He was afraid to stand up to 
people. He wanted to be thought well of by everybody." Oliver Wendell 
Holmes: "You sat in front of the fire and he did practically all of the 
talking. He was probably the best talker - not the greatest talker 
in volume, but you just didn't think of talking when he talked 
because it was such a wonderful stream of exciting flow of ideas in 
words." 
(Continued on Page Four) 
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ALUMNI PROFILE 
Recipient: of Alumni Award 
Is a Lawyerls Lawyer 
Lawyers frem every part of the Commonwealt~ know Leo Reed. 
His name is familiar to. any lawyer who has had occaSIOn to apply to the 
court for restraining orders or injunctions, or to present motions in 
interlecutory matters, in cases .~waiting. tFial .on the merits. A great 
deal of his work concerns busmess ansmg m Suffolk County; but, 
because of certain provisions of the Superier Court Rules, he is called 
upon to consider, under specific circumstances, similar matters arising 
in most of the other countles of the state. 
Behind the courtroom of the 
First Session Without Jury, more 
commonly known as the "Motion 
Session" on the second floor of the 
Old Co~rthouse in Boston's Pem-
berton Square, there is an ante-
TOOm devoted exclusively to the 
pTesentation of these motions to the 
Clerk for consideration. A slight, 
bespectacled man with snow white 
hair sits behind a large desk at the 
front ef the room. Behind him are 
shelved the Massachusetts Reports 
and dezens of texts on equity and 
various aspects of procedural law. 
Beside him sit an assistant and a 
court officer. In front of the desk 
are ranged ten rows of hard 
wooden benches, with an extra 
chair or two propped up against 
the book shelves in the Tear. 
Shortly after nine o'clock each 
morning the corridor outside this 
room fills up with lawyers, check-
ing the list ' of cases to be called 
that day and talking quietly about 
everything from the Red Sox to the 
mest recent decisions ef the Court. 
But promptly at nine-thirty they 
crush out their cigarettes and file 
into the room. The list is called 
and, one by one, they step up to 
the desk and present their motions 
to the Clerk. Often there is a brief 
discussion between counsel and the 
man behind the desk, but usually 
the matter is quickly disposed of 
and the next case is called. 
This ritual is repeated every 
weekday morning o·f the year. The 
white haired man with the steel-
rimmed glasses is Leo A. Reed, 
Esq. His official title is Assistant 
Clerk f or the Commonwealth and 
Equity, an office he has held. for 
nineteen years. But mere tltles 
don't adequately define Mr. Reed's 
functions, and as a matter of fact, 
his duties encompass much more 
than anyone title could possibly 
indicate. His total of forty-three 
years in the service of the Suffolk 
Superior Court have given Mr. 
Reed a rare ability in his highly 
specialized field, and when pre-
sented with a motion he seems 
merely to glance at the papers in 
the case before making a deter-
mination. It would be impossible, 
within so ·confined a space, to 
accurately describe the extent of 
Mr. Reed's duties; but the mere 
fact that he handles nearly twenty-
three thousand cases a year,' in 
both law and equity matters, would 
seem to indicate the broad scope of 
the matters upon which he must 
pass. 
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Leo A. Reed 
He has become an acknewledged 
expert in his field. His judgment 
is sought net only by young law-
yers, recently out of law school, 
but also by experienced attorneys 
with years of practice behind 
them. Nor is it unusual for Mr. 
Reed to receive a call frem an 
atterney in Chicepee 0.1' Pittsfield, 
asking his opinion on a matter of 
law. 'This is the supreme compli-
ment. Indeed, he eminently ·fills 
the definition of a lawyer's lawyer. 
His learning is respected and his 
judgment is henored by the Bench 
and the Bar alike. 
For a number of years members 
of the bar had been u eging Leo 
Reed to write an equity text for 
the use of practicing atto·rneys. 
Finally, in 1952, he published 
"Equity Pleading and Practice" 
which is a two volume werk com-
prising volumes six and seven of 
the Massachusetts Practice series. 
An indication of the effort put into. 
this text is that it teok five years 
to. complete. But the efforts were 
well directed; for it has become a 
bible of the profession. The vol-
umes are kept up to date by Mr. 
Reed, who pubIishesa revised sup-
plement every two years. He is 
now working on the next supple-
ment, to be published in 1961. It is 
so comprehensive that it will help 
solve any of the most intricate 
precedural problems encountered 
in the course ef a suit in equity. If, 
by seme chance,' the answers are 
still not quite as clear as the 
atto.rney might want them to be, 
he may go to the source and con-
sult the author who, most any 
afternoon, may still be found 
behind his desk in the Metion 
Sessien. 
It was indeed an understatement 
when Leo Reed said, quite 
modestly, that he theught his 
"Equity" text "might be ef some 
help to the bar." But in addition 
to this magnum opus, he has to his 
credit a long list of other publica-
tions which have been just as much 
ef an aid to. the atterneys ef 
Massachusetts. He has, for 
instance, been a centributor to. the 
Annual Survey of Massachuusetts 
Law, published by B. C. Law 
Schoel. He has a lso written an 
extensive and extremely valuable 
interpretive cemmentary to. Chap-
ter 214 of the Mass. General Laws 
Annotated, the so-called "green 
books." 
Alumni News • • • 
On Saturday, September 17, the Alumni As~ociation spo~sored a 
Homecoming Day at the Law School. In the morm~g a M~m?Tlal Mass 
was said for the deceased members of the Alumm AssocIatIOn at the 
Church of Saint Ignatius. There was a large attendance at the Mass 
and at the buffet luncheen held afterwards at the Law School. Many 
member s brought their wives and their children and to secure a 
greater degree of informality there were no speakers at the luncheon. 
After the buffet all attended the Bosten College - Navy feotball game 
at Alumni Stadium. Immediately following the game a social peried was 
held in the Law School lounge. Henry Leen was Chairman of the 
program. 
Lee Reed lives in West Roxbury, 
a suburban sectien of Beston, with 
his wife and son, Leo J r ., who is a 
junior at Boston College. Although 
he received an L.L.B. frem Suffolk 
University Law Schoel in 1924 and 
was admitted to· the bar that same 
veal', Mr. Reed received a second 
L.L.B. from B. C. Law School in 
1943. He also holds the degree ef 
Docter of Jurisprudence, conferred 
by Suffelk Law Scheel. In 1960 he 
received the fir st St. Thomas Mere 
Award at the annual dinnner ef 
the Boston College Law School 
Association. 
Despite the demands of his work, 
Mr. Reed has deveted a great deal 
ef time to activities outside the 
confines of the Courthouse. He was 
a member ef the Council ef the 
Beston Bar Association for several 
terms and for three terms. was 
chairman of the Association's 
Cemmittee on Judicial Procedure. 
He jeined the ranks of the faculty 
at ·the Law School fer several 
years as a lecturer in "Equity 
Pleading and Practice." In addi-
tion, Mr. Reed participated in a 
series of lectures sponsored by 
nine bar associations of the Cem-
monwealth en the topic of Civil 
Procedure in Law and Equity. 
But the scope of his eutside 
activities is not limited to. strictly 
legal areas. He serves as President 
of St. Gabriel's School for Secial 
Action at St. Gabriel's Menastery. 
The school is conducted under the 
auspices of Richard Cardinal 
Cushing. 
It was indeed fitting that Leo 
Reed was named recipient of the 
first St. Thomas More Award. 
The presentation was n;ade in 
recognition of his outstandmg cen-
tribution to. the Law Scheol and to 
the legal profession. His devotien 
to and understanding of the law 
and his willingness to advise the 
yeung lawyer and sharE; his 
knewledO'e with the expenenced practitio~er have resulted in a 
rich contribution to. the bar., 
LAW REVIEW PRAISED 
BY AMERICAN BAR 
In the American Bar Assecia-
tien J eurnal ef July, 1960, our 
Industrial and Cemmercial Law 
Review received great praise in a 
column entitled "Practicing Law-
yer's guide to the current Law 
Magazines." The Editer of this 
section of the Journal, Mr. Arthur 
Keefe, begins his article by prais-
ing Dean Drinan as "one of the 
most enterprising of law schoel 
deans." He then proceeds to. the 
"collection of very fine articles" 
and cemments favorably on all of 
them. He pays special attentien to. 
the article by Professor MacLac,h-
Ian on federal liens. 
In connection with the American 
Bar Associatien's annual meeting 
in Washington, D. C., last month, 
there was a luncheon of Washing-
ton Alumni at the Shereton-Park 
Hetel. Geerge Parsens, '57 was 
chairman of the event and Dean 
Drinan spoke to· the large gather-
ing en the progress ef the Law 
Schoel. 
The 1959-1960 Annual Giving 
Program was cencluded en June 1, 
1960. The respense frem many ef 
the alumni was heartening. The 
ameunt received frem the 352 
doners averages out to almest 
$15.00 per person. General Chair-
man of the Program was Eugene 
Lyne, '51. The Pregram fer 1960-
1961 is new under way, however, 
and the new General Chairman is 
Hen. Robert T. Capeless, '41. 
Barry C. Reed, '54, ef Braintree 
has published an article en the 
::::lacco-'vanzetti case in the August, 
1960 issue ef the American Bar 
Association Jowrnal. 
The Law Scheol rated 100% in the 
June 1960 New Hampshire bar exa~ination. Ameng those passing 
were: E. Paul Kelly, John Holland, 
Anne Haug, Francis X. Quinlan, 
Warren Rudman, and Arthur 
Gormley. 
Jehn Holland, '60, has jeined the 
firm of Devine, Millimet & McDen-
eUllh in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire. 
E. Paul Kelly, '60, has become as~e­
ciated with the New HampshIre 
firm of Burns, Bryant & Hinchey. 
Arthur Gormley, '60, has become 
asseciated with the firm of Nelson, 
Winer '& Lynch in Nashua, New 
Hampshire. 
Lawrence McCarty, '60, has become 
asseciated with the firm of Lyne, 
W oedwerth & Evarts en Federal 
St. in Boston. 
Edward Ryan, '60, is now ll;sso-
iated with the firm ef SchneIder, 
Reilly & McArdle, 73 Tremont St., 
Besten. 
Guid.:) D. D' Alessandro, '60. has 
accepted an appointment as Legal 
Assistant with the U. S. Army 
Engineer Divisien. 
John Slater, Jr., '53, was elected to 
the Board ef Aldermen in the last 
municipal election in Chelsea. 
Peter Brady, '59, has bee n 
appeinted Assistant District Attor-
ney ef Essex Ceunty. John P. 
Burke, '48, is District Attorney of 
Essex County. 
John H. O'Brien, "54, now with the 
Interstate Cemmerce Commission, 
has written an article in the June, 
1960 issue of the New York Uni-
versity Law Review entitled 
"Twenty-five Years of Federal 
Moto·r Carrier Licensing - The 
Private Versus Fer-Hire Carrier 
Problem." 
Hon. Gilbert T. Rocha, '57, was 
tendered a testimenial dinner in 
Previdence en July 24, 1960. Sena-
tel' Rocha is one of the yeungest 
men in the histery of Rhede Island 
to. be elected to. the State Senate. 
Charles E. Rice, '56, has jeined the 
full-time faculty ef the Fordham 
Law Schoel. He has received the 
L.L.M. frem New York University. 
Cornelius F. Murphy, '57, has 
become a teaching fellew at the 
University of Virginia Law Scheol. 
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FACULTY NOTES 
Willier To Teach Commercial Law 
The Law School announces the appointment to the faculty of 
William F. Willier, formerly Assistant Professor at Syracuse University 
Law Schoo1. Mr. WillieI' was born in Waterloo, Iowa, and received 
his A.B. from Iowa State Teachers College in 1953. He was given his 
J.D. degree by the State University of Iowa Law School in 1957 and 
was admitted to the bar of Iowa in that same year. 
Before coming to Boston, Mr. 
WillieI' served as Instructor in 
Business Law at Ohio University, 
spent another year as Assistant 
Instructor of Law at Rutgers Uni-
versity and then, during the past 
academic year, served in the posi-
tion of Assistant Professor at 
Syracuse Law School, where he 
taught Commercial Law. Among 
other subjects he has taught are 
Bills and Notes, Creditor's Rights, 
and Legal Research. 
Although a recent graduate of 
law school, Mr. Willier's profes-
sional experience is extensive. Even 
before taking his law degree he 
spent several years as an income 
tax consultant and research assist-
ant in various legal projects. 
While in law school at Iowa he 
served as writing and research 
assistant in the Institute of Public 
Affairs, a branch of the University 
of Iowa which functions in coop-
eration with the state legislature 
and the League of Iowa Munici-
palies. He worked on "Public Con-
tracts in Iowa" which was a major 
research project for the Institute. 
His work in this project, the find-
ings of which are soon to be pub-
lished, consisted of research for 
and drafting of model ordinances 
for cities and towns in Iowa and 
surveys in the area of public con-
tracts for the benefit of legislators 
and city and .town attorneys of 
that state. 
Among Mr. Willier's most recent 
publications, one has received wide 
attention. His article entitled "N on-
negotiable Instruments" which 
appeared in volume 11, number 1 
of the Syracuse Law Review, was 
selected by the Law Review Digest 
for inclusion in one of its future 
issues. The Digest reprints leading 
law review articles which it con-
siders to be of great interest to the 
profession. 
He is presently engaged in 
research for a casebook on Sales 
Transactions. Although there are 
several suchcasebooks in existence, 
they generally treat the subject 
with special reference to the old 
Acts and employ the Commercial 
Code only as a background means 
of reference. Mr. WillieI', however, 
plans to put the Code in the fore-
ground of his book and refer only 
incidentally to the old Acts which 
the Code has generally replaced. 
LA W REVIEW ADVISOR 
Although Mr. WillieI' comes to 
B. C. Law School to teach Commer-
cial Law, he has also been selected 
as Assistant Faculty Advisor to 
the Law Review. He is particularly 
proud to serve in this capacity and 
seems anxious to see the Review 
expand. He expressed the hope 
that one day "we shall see this 
Review in the office of every lawyer 
in the country." Weare wise, he 
declared, to get into this specialized 
field, since the specialized review 
is the trend these days and would 
seem to be the only way for a new 
review of any merit to establish 
itself. 
Mr. Willier seems devoted to the 
law and, what is more important, 
devoted to the teaching of law. He 
brings to the Law School a fresh 
approach, a new approach to teach-
ing. One of his main concerns is 
thoroughness and, if this reporter 
may give a little warning to the 
class in Commercial Law, Mr. Wil-
lieI' intends to cover all the ma-
terial thoroughly. The subject will 
seem strange at first, he realizes, 
because of an entirely new lan-
guage, a jargon of business terms 
which will seem foreign to the 
student lacking a business back-
ground. But, asserts Mr. Willier, 
his students will learn an extensive 
new vocabulary by the end of the 
course. So beware, third year, it is 
not all over yet. 
J. F. M. 
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FRANKFURTER 
(Continued from Page Two) 
The Justice reminisces candidly about institutions as well as persons. 
He explains that he was a reserve major in World War I but, as Secre-
tary Newton D. Baker's assistant, did not go into uniform with an 
active commission because he "knew enough about the doings in the 
War Department to. knQw that every pipsqueak CQIQnel WQuld feel that 
he was more important than a Major. As a civilian I could get into the 
presence of a Colonel withQut saluting, clicking my heels, and having 
the Colonel outside say, "You wait. He's gQt a Colonel in there." 
Upon reading biography, autobiQgraphy or even a good character 
nQvel, the reader attempts to, isolate, to cutout, to abstract the 
character of the subject. In the present case the subject emerges as a 
"terrier" so to. speak, a man of action, a man with interest, a quality 
so lacking in the days Qf the "Beat," of the Kerouacs, Ginsbergs and 
Mailers. Mr. Justice Frankfurter's, interest is real, it goes to the 
essence, not to. the trappings of life. He once refused a job from a 
very prominent Wall Street firm for the senior partner equated his 
success, his interest in life with the fact that he had a hQme with 
twelve bathrooms. Neither is the Judge a stuffy intellectual, he 
readily confesses that he enjQys the gQod things of life, being some-
what of an epicure and lover of fine wines. Mr. Justice Frankfurter 
has a fine sense of humor and is not apprehensive to reconstruct 
situations in which he presented a perhaps ludicrQus subject. Witness 
the time F. D. R. called him on the phone and told him he was to be 
appointed to. the Supreme Court. "Here I was in my B.V.D.'s accepting 
the great position." 
Mr. Justice Frankfurter is a pragmatist; he is nQt given to 
abstract reasQning; he asks just one question, will it work. He is an 
avowed critic of those given to Freudian delvings. "I look at the 
surface and leave it to the sophisticates to hunt under the rug for 
the hidden meaning." In harmony with this view he wages continuous 
warfare with the eXPQnents of rhetorical expression, perhaps the only 
fault he CQuld find with his dear friend Benjamin Cardozo. 
One encounters in this work a man of ,catholic taste, by his own 
profession a student of literature, art, philosophy, theology and one 
laments upon the fact that the Justice did not seek or choose to' delve 
more deeply into. these matters. In fact one critic upon reviewing the 
present volume and an autobiography by the admittedly brilliant 
T.V. comic Steve Allen finds the latter's work to be the more 
intellectually stimulating. This is indeed unfortunate particularly in 
view of the fact that Mr. Frankfurter numbers among his acquaintances 
such people as A. J. Ayers, Stuart Hampshire, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
Surely the Justice does not fear that such an attempt would be labeled 
sophmoric fa.r Frankfurter lays down the axiom that "the worst public 
servants are narrow minded lawyers, and best are broad minded 
lawyers." As this work terminates with the appointment to the 
Supreme Court in 1939 perhaps we will be treated ' to the rest of the 
~tory and the Judge will loosen his tongue upon more universal subjects 
III a manner comparable to. that employed by Clarence Darrow in his 
well written autobiography. This is certainly something well worth 
anticipating. 
"LETTERS" 
The Sur JURIS encourages letters to the Editor and in 
the future a column devoted to such letters will become a 
regular feature of the newspaper. We welcome any construc-
tive criticisms or suggestions concerning any matter of interest 
to the students. These letters, however, must not involve 
personalities and they must be signed. This is one way to 
air your legitimate "gripes"; and we can all benefit from your 
suggestions. 
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MASSACHUSETTS TRIALS 
Murder Case 
Landmark in 
The Law 
Stanle'y A. Glickman 
In recent months, with the Van 
Rie trial and with another re-exami-
nation of the Sacco-Vanzetti trial, 
the criminal law courts of Massa-
chusetts have again been thrust 
into the limelight. This is the first 
in a series of articles in which we 
intend to review some of the 
famous and infamous criminal 
law cases in this state's histo-ry. 
One of the earliest of these, and 
certainly one of the most signifi-
cant was Commonwealth v. Web-
ster' 5 Cushing 295 (1850). 
John White Webster, profes-
sor of chemistry at Harvard Uni-
versity and Massachusetts Medical 
College, was a mild, pleasant. good-
bumOI'ed individual with only one 
major fault - he had absolutely no 
conception of how to handle money 
properly. Because of his position, 
be was able to borrow frequently 
and easily from many of the 
wealthier citizens in the Boston 
area. 
Dr. George Parkman was o,ne of 
these citizens. He was a benefactor 
of the Massachusetts Medical Col-
lege and he was one of the fi rst 
men Dr. Webster turned to fo r a 
loan. In 1842 Dr. Parkman lent 
D r . Webster $400 with some of the 
'latter's personal property being 
used as security. In 1847 befor e 
this note had been fully repaid, Dr. 
Parkman and several others lent 
Dr. Webstel' almost $2500 secured 
by a mortgage on all of the latter's 
personal property. Dr. Webster 
bad a valuable collection of rare 
minerals and this was included 
among the property mortgaged. 
MOUNTING DEBTS 
In 1848 Dr. Webster sold this 
collection to Dr. Parkman's 
brother -in-law for $1200. This 
came to light quickly and Dr. 
Parkman, understandably, was 
very angry. He demanded payment 
in full or threatened that he would 
bring Dr. Webster to court. Corre-
spondence between the· two men 
reveal Dr . Webster pleading for 
time. On November 23, 1849, Dr. 
Webster went to Dr. Parkman's 
bome a nd left word for the latter 
to come to the Medical College that 
afternoon at 1 :30 P. M. and that 
b e would then be repaid. Dr. 
Parkman was seen entering the 
College at 1 :45 but was never seen 
leaving it. 
Dr. W ebst er's janitor noticed 
that the professor was locked in 
his quarters at the College fo r the 
next few days and that he kept a 
fire bur ning in the fireplace con-
tinuously. Then, on November 28, 
D r. Webster gave the janitor a 
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turkey for Thanksgiving. Since the 
professor had never done anything 
like this before, the janitor became 
suspicious and broke into Dr. Web-
ster's laboratory. Once inside he 
found remnants of a human body 
- a man's pelvis and two, parts· of 
a leg. The police were contacted 
and Dr. Webster was arTested. He 
claimed that he had paid Dr. Park-
man $483 and that the latter had 
left the building with the money 
still in his hand. Tne notes given 
for the loans were found in the 
accused's possession. In March 
1850, Dr. Webster's trial began. 
LITTLE EVIDENCE 
First the jury was given a view 
of Dr. Webster's apartment and 
laboratory at the Massachusetts 
Medical College. Attorney-General 
Clifford and George Bemis, the 
prosecution, had to prove two 
issues : (1) Was the body found 
in the professor's laboratory that 
of Dr. Parkman? (2) Did Dr. 
Webster place it there? The testi-
mony directed at the first issue 
was mainly that of Dr. Nathan 
Kemp, Dr. Parkman's dentist. 
Fragments of fals e t eeth had been 
found in Dr. Webster 's furnace 
and Dr. Kemp, re-fitting the teeth 
to the mold he had made for Dr. 
Parkman's teeth, proved them to 
belong to the latter. 
Once the corpus delicti had been 
established, showing that no one 
other than Dr. Webster could be 
l:'esponsible was relatively simple. 
Dr. Webster was one of the men 
who signed the Massachusetts 
Medical College diplomas. The 
diploma maker testified that, in 
hi s opinion, certain letters sent to 
the deceased were written by the 
def endant while trying to disguise 
his handwriting. 
The trial rightfully holds a 
place of honor in the annals of 
American criminal law. The law 
as laid down by the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Judicial Court. 
Justice Lemuel Shaw, has endured 
through the years. He said: 
"Perhaps strong circumstantial 
evidence in cases of crimes like 
this, committed for the most part 
in secret, is the most satisfactory 
of any from whence to draw the 
conclusion of guile; for man may 
be seduced to perjury by many 
base motives, to which the secret 
nature of the offense may some-
times afford a temptation. but it 
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can scarcely happen that many cir-
cumstances, especially if they be 
such over which the accuser could 
have no, control, forming together 
the links of a transaction, should 
all unfortunately concur to fix 
the presumption of guilt on an 
individual, and yet such a conclu-
sion be erroneous." 
With regard to the question of 
reasonable doubt, Justice Shaw 
said in his charge to the jury, 
"It is a term often used, 
probably pretty well understood, 
but not easily defined. It is not 
mere possible doubt, because every-
thing relating to human affairs 
and depending on moral evidence 
is open to some possible or imagi-
nary doubt. It is that state of the 
case which. after the entire com-
parison and consideration of all the 
evidence, leaves the mind of jurors 
in that condition that they cannot 
say they f eel an abiding convic-
tion, to a moral certainty, of the 
truth of the charge." 
After three hours deliberatio-n, 
the jury returned a verdict of 
guilty of mUTder in the first degree. 
When Dr . W ebster was sentenced 
to death by h anging, he was still 
protesting his innocence. How-
ever, a few weeks later, he rr:ade a 
full confession saying that when 
Dr. Parkman had come to see him, 
the latter had been so abusive that 
in a fit of anger he had hit him 
with the closest thing at hand. 
When he realized that he had killed 
Dr. Parkman, he became fright-
ened and t ried to hide what he 
had done. "W o-rds ho,wever oppro-
brious will not justify killing," 
Justice Shaw had said and the 
governor refused Dr. Webster's 
plea for clemency. 
What would have happened 
had Dr. Webster pleaded guilty in 
the beginning and tried to prove 
that it was done without malice 
and not premeditat edly is left 
open for speculation. For a start" 
Dr. Webster would still have had 
to explain more -thoroughly why 
he had set up the appointment 
with Dr. Parkman as he had done. 
On August 30, 1850 at the 
Leverett Street iail in Boston, Dr. 
John White Webster was hanged 
to death bringing to a close one of 
the most infamous crimes and one 
of the most celebrated trials in the 
annals of Massachusetts history. 
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The Lighter Side' 
A LEGAL-TYPE POEM 
While browsing through these 
many nooks 
Of rows and rows of old law books 
Upon a c.ase I chanced to spy 
'I'he subject of which caught my 
eye. 
It seems a man of health and cheer 
Commenced to quaff a draught of 
beer, 
And as he bent to take a sip 
A foreign substance p:J.ssed his lip. 
Oh, what a dreadful thing it be 
While drinking beverage watery 
With mind at ease, not mad or 
grumpy 
To bite a solid hard and lumpy. 
In indignation, shock and rage 
His intellect began to gauge 
The possibility that he 
Might find a legal remedy. 
But what's the proper thing to do 
To sne in tort or detinue, 
Or bring an action in assault 
For placing matter in one's malt, 
Or seek to· find one in trespass 
For placing foul things in one's 
glass, 
Or could the seller yet be reached 
On charges of a contract ~reached, 
Or even yet it might be tned 
For breach of warranty implied, 
Or could one on this evidence 
Not prove the grossest negligence. 
But then he grasped upon the 
thought 
The substance was not what he 
bought, 
And h e himself might have to face 
The inconvenience of a case. 
For if he swallowed he might be 
Subpoenaed into equity, 
That he who owned the thing 
destructive 
Might on it place a trust con-
structive. 
And if the matter chanced to stay 
Within his kidney where it lay 
Then could the court in noble 
diction 
Hold him within its jurisdiction, 
And through its legal means 
attempt 
To place his stomach in contempt. 
Or send the sheriff with a writ 
And orders to replevy it, 
And use a hose and stomach pump 
In order to retrieve this lump. 
Or might his money be diverted 
On findings that he had converted, 
And have his reputation tarnished 
By having all his wages garnished. 
Or could the owner of the bar 
Place liens upon his house and car, 
Or might he not in rem proceed 
And take the lands, he held by 
deed. 
So with all due respect to' the 
Fine courts of law and equity, 
It might be better to ignore 
And slyly drop upon the fio~r 
This thing which made you thmk to 
sue, 
And order up another brew. 
E. F. Hennessey 
LAW WIVES CLUB 
The Boston College Student Law 
Wives Association is opening its 
fall activities with an informal tea 
on October 2nd at 3 P. M. in the 
Law School Student Lounge. All 
students and f aculty wives are cor-
dially invited to come and get 
acquainted. 
The SLW A was formed in the 
late spring of 1957 for the purpose 
of creating a social outlet for the 
wives of the law students. 
If for any reason, a student 
wife' has not been notified of the 
tea please extend this invitation. 
If you do, not receive notices of the 
meetings we do not have your name 
and address. We want to know 
more of you, and we want you to 
know us. For further information 
please contact Mrs. J. Richard 
Hannan (June ) at BE 2-3398. 
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WORLD PEACE THROUGH tAW 
The Connally Reservation 
Must Be Repea led 
J. F. Mahoney 
In this area Df world tension and anxiety, with new internatiDnal 
" incidents" every day, there is· increasing demand fDr so.me kind D·f 
supra-natiDnal rule of law. Every mDment it beCDmes mDre evident 
that the civilized wDrld must have SDme means Df resDlving disputes 
betwen natiDns by a methDd which will find favor with all cDuntries Df 
the world. 
In the past half century many attempts have been made to. bring 
such a need into. reality. WilSDn's League Df NatiDns, the United NatiDns, 
and the present InternatiDnal CDurt Df Justice are Dnly a few Df the 
mDre ambitiDus effDrts to. create an effective internatiDnal tribunal to. 
which member natiDns may bring their disputes. But nDne of these 
has bDrn fruit. 
The Dnly real picture Df promise 
is that o.f the InternatiDnal CDurt, 
but even here we have a number o.f 
distinct prDblems which hamper its 
effectiveness. One Df these is the 
failure Dn the part of many Df the 
member natiDns to. suubmit to the 
jurisdiction Df the CDurt. This has 
arDused a great deal Df contrD-
.versy and Dnly recently there have 
been a number Df effDrts to, induce 
the United States to abandon its 
existing reservatiDn to the 
acceptance Df compulsory jurisdic-
tion. Many outstanding jurists 
urge that this would be the first 
step towards developing a world 
l:ule of law. Yet the argument is 
certainly not one-sided, and other 
distinguished legislators and mem-
bers of the bar are loudly pro-
claiming their objections to such a 
move. Some even go so far as to 
propose that the whole controversy 
be settled through an extension of 
the powers of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations. But 
this could not be accomplished 
without radical changes in the U.N. 
Charter and resolutions o.n the 
part .of each member natio.n to 
accept compulsory jurisdiction of 
~he Security Co.uncil. In addition, 
It · wo.uld appear that the veto 
power must be abandoned alto-
gether in such cases as are 
brought to the attention of this 
newly organized Security Council. 
To . effect such a change would 
indeed be " monumental task; and 
to seek to deprive certain members 
of their veto power would border 
on impossibility. 
o POLITICS 
Be that as it may, the U. N. is 
essentially a political body and 
would remain so even in the event 
of the implausible changes men-
tioned above. If we are after 
peace through law, the U. N. is 
the wr ong forum. The only real 
way to attain such a goal is 
through a duly constituted legal 
body such as the World Court. 
Through the operation of this 
Court we can then work towards a 
solid framework of international 
leg~l pr inciples, a code of justice 
",,-hlch ·can be freely applied to any 
dIspute between nations by a court 
composed of qualified jurists from 
all member nations. The key to 
f~ture peace is the law, not poli-
tics. To quote from "War or 
P eace" by the late John Foster 
Dulles: "There can never, in the 
~onp; r~n, be real peace unless there 
IS JustIce and law." 
might, under judgment of the 
World Court, be destined to fall 
into the hands of Red China. A 
similar situation is posed with 
regard to the turmoil between For-
mosa and the Chinese Reds. 
Even if we assume that the 
Court would decide these disputes 
contrary to the desires of the 
American government, we would 
have nothing more than a just legal 
determination of an international 
dispute. This is not only what we 
as a nation should want, it is what 
we, as the self-appointed spokes-
man for the free world. desperately 
need. We must be willing to. sub-
mit to the jurisdiction of the Court 
and allow them to· make a free 
determination of the rights of the 
parties or withdraw from the 
Court entirely and depend exclu-
sively upon our rule of force in 
the fields of politics and diplomacy. 
Of course, if we come to that 'it 
would then be a question of how 
long we would remain powerful 
enough to exert such force. The 
way things are now developing I 
would not like to make any 'Oredic-
tions. . • 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
A~ a part of the League of 
NatIons, there was created in 1920 
a Permanent Court of Interna-
tional Justice. But one of the most 
important elements of the set up 
was the fact that its jurisdiction 
depended entirely upon the consent 
of each of the parties to the dis-
pute. Unfortunately, therefore, its 
business was limited, and in 1946 
its existence terminated together 
~ith that of its parent, the League 
Itself. After a gap of a few years 
and after the creation of the 
United Nations, the present Cour t 
the International Court of Justice; 
was organized under almost the 
same fo,rmat as the Permanent 
Court, its model. 
The Court is composed of fifteen 
judges who are elected by the Gen-
eral ~ssembly and the Security 
CouncIl of the United Nations. The 
elections are conducted under a 
p r ocedure too involved to. examine 
here. The judges serve a nine year 
term but are eligible for re-election. 
As a result of an elaborate provi-
sion for staggering the terms of 
the judges, five are elected every 
three years. ·The U. N. Charter 
From 
also provides that no more than 
Dne judge from any member nation 
may serve on the Court at anyone 
time. 
The most noteworthy statistics, 
however, are those involving the 
cost of litigation. Since its incep-
tion the Court has heard only 
twenty litigated cases. In addition, 
eleven advisory questions have been 
submitted to the Court for opinion 
by the U. N. itself. The official cost 
of administration of the Court 
amounts to $8,457,000. Thus, the 
Court was called upon to hear less 
than one case a year at a cost of 
over $272,000 each. If this seems 
staggering, the Cc.sts on the other 
side are appalling. It cost one 
South American nation over 
$200,000 to bring a case to the 
Court. This alone has provided 
ammunition to those who wish to 
do away with the Court entirely, 
and it is certainly a disgraceful 
state of affairs. But the situation 
is easily remedied. This is not the 
main problem. 
Under the U. N. Charter no 
member nation is compelled to sub-
mit to the jurisdiction of the 
Court without specifically accepting 
such jurisdiction. At present, Df 
all the members of the Court, 
thirty-nine have made specific 
declarations accepting compulsory 
jurisdiction. The SDviet Union and 
most of its satellite nations have 
made no such election. Neither has 
the United States. 
THE RESERVATION 
In 1946. when the United States 
accepted jurisdictiDn of the Inter-
national Court of Justice the 
acceptance was limited by a six 
word amendment inserted at the 
insistence of Senator Connally. As 
a result of this amendment the 
United States will not accept juris-
diction o.f the World Court in "dis-
putes with regard to matters which 
are essentially within the domestic 
jurisdiction of the United States, 
as determined by the United 
States." These last six words were 
those added at the insistence of 
Senator Connally and it is this last 
phrase which has caused all the 
confusion. As a result of this 
action by our Senate, five other 
nations of the thirty-nine men-
tioned above have followed suit 
and placed similar limitations on 
their acceptance of World Court 
jurisdiction. 
There is no objection to the first 
part of the reservation, the part 
with regard to domestic matters. 
All agree that this is quite proper. 
Rather, the dispute concerns the 
so-called self-judging clause by 
which the United States could veto. 
any case brought against it merely 
by the assertion that the case 
involves a domestic matter. It is 
quite obvious that a nation would 
not want the Court to. interfere in 
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There are, of course, several 
ar~as .of international relations 
WhICh, If settled according to strict 
legal principles, might result in 
undue hardship on one nation or 
another. It is not inconceivable 
~hat we~'e the existing precepts of 
mternatIonal law applied to sev-
eral of the disputes which have 
recently . developed, the United 
States mIght lose ground in the 
not-SQ-co-Id-war struggles in the 
Far East. The off-shore islands of 
Quemoy and Matsu, for instance, 
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its domestic affairs, but whether 
or not that nation should have the 
right to declare of itself that the 
dispute is domestic is quite another 
matter. We have an elaborate sys-
tem of laws to govern such juris-
dictional questions and it has been 
determined that to be "interna-
tional" the subject matter in dis-
pute must, in principle, be "regu-
lated by internatiDnal law" and 
that those areas which are gov-
erned entirely by dDmestic or 
natiDnal law are absolutely free 
from interference by the Court. 
The main issue is simply whether 
the Wor ld Court or the United 
States will decide what is a domes-
tic question. On our decisiDn in 
this debate rests the fate of an 
entirely new era of international 
relations. It is said that the reser-
vation should stand for another 
few years, at least until a more 
universal legal framework is estab-
lished, or until there exists a juris-
prudential system common to all 
members of the Court. Are we to 
wait 'till the legal philosophy of 
the Soviet Union or of Saudi 
Arabia bear a close resemblance to 
that of America or England before 
we finally concede that the rule of 
law will be good enough for us? 
By repealing the Connolly reser-
vations we will not leave ourselves 
open to be taken advantage of by 
the Communist bloc. We have other 
ways of safeguarding our interests 
tha.n to virtually ignore the ro].e 
whIch the World Court is destined 
to. play in the search for peace. 
We must show the world that we 
are willing to accept the decisions 
of the Court. Perhaps then the 
"borderline" countries ' will realize 
our aims and resist the overtures 
of the Soviet Union. 
RULE OF LAW 
Tensions are becoming mOore pro-
nounced each moment and even our 
g:r:eat diplomats cannot keep up 
WIth every new develDpment. 
Everyw.here we look we see 
examples of the rule of fDrce . . . 
Cuba. the Congo., the Far East. 
Th~ World Court is the only alter-
natIve to the rule of force. and if 
w~ are to. <;feny its authority we 
WIll be denymg the effectiveness of 
the r ule of law. There are a num-
ber Df other planks to fit into. place 
before we cross the bridge from 
the present chaotic situation to an 
effective international rule of law 
but this is the prime obstacle: 
Once the reservations repealed we 
shall then be c·n our way to world 
peace through law. It will not be 
brought about tomorrow or the 
next day, but it' will come soon ... 
and the sooner the better. 
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